VOYAGE   FROM   EGYPT   TO   SYRIA.            #9
Under an idea that our voyage would have
been short, as well as from the difficulty of
sending back any thing from Syria to Egypt
without great risk, I had left at Alexandria all
my nautical instruments ; though at the present
moment I regretted extremely that I had not
with me a sextant, large compass, and lead-line,
as they would have enabled me to make many
observations through this tedious navigation,
which would have been of probable utility, and
at least have furnished me with agreeable occu-
pation. Destitute as we were, either of chart
or reckoning, we could give but a wide guess
at the vessel's place; so that the different
estimates of the crew themselves made us
from eighty to two hundred and fifty miles off*
the Syrian coast. Amid these doubtful opinions
as to our distance from land, the evils under
which we laboured were but too certain; as not
a broken oar or fragment of dunnage could be
found for fire-wood, and our small stock of
water was constantly diminishing, without even
the hope of rain to recruit it; while a desert
coast under our lee was the only one to which we
could direct our course in case of still more
pressing necessity.
4th. Easterly airs still prevailing, we made
only a few miles of northing through the night,
and were this morning again becalmed. Not-